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After graduation, Betty started working for 

Sunflower Humphrey Counties Progress, Inc., 
at the Drew Head Start Center. She retired 
after 25 years. During that time, she received 
her Associate Degree from Coahoma Commu-
nity College. Although she attended both Mis-
sissippi Valley State University and Delta 
State University, she received her Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Early Childhood from 
Lemoyne Owen College, in Memphis, TN. 

Betty has worked for Southern Echo and 
Genesis Hospice, as a Community Outreach 
Coordinator and Educator. She volunteered for 
the Drew School District for many years. 

Betty was a Sunday School Teacher for 
Noah Memorial Baptist Church for over 20 
years until the church closed. Then, she be-
came a member of Holly Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church, where she is currently a Sun-
day School Teacher and the Chairperson for 
the Mother and Mission of the Church. In her 
lifetime, she has served on various boards 
throughout Sunflower County: 

Sunflower Humphrey Counties Progress 
Board of Directors; 

Tallahatchie Housing; 
Sunflower County Democratic Executive 

Committee; 
Community Health Advisory Research Pro-

gram; 
We2Gether Creating Change; 
Vice President of Drew United for Progress; 
Drew Collaborative; 
Civil Rights Committee; 
Sunflower County Economic Development 

Board; and 
Drew Food Pantry. 
She has received many certificates, awards, 

and plaques for her efforts in community serv-
ice. She has been a tremendous asset to her 
church and community. Her motivation seems 
to be prompted by a need to help others, and 
that is what serving God is all about. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Ms. Betty Smith for her dedica-
tion and tenacity to serving her community 
and desire to be an example for all. 
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RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
LOCAL TRAILBLAZER, DR. 
DAVINA JONES, IN HONOR OF 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a great educator and leader in 
the Tampa Bay community, Dr. Davina Arleen 
Jones. 

Dr. Jones is one of six children, born and 
raised in the Tampa Bay area. Her mother 
worked for the county library as a book proc-
essor and her father was a city bus operator 
while also serving as a full-time pastor. Dr. 
Jones’ parents instilled in her and her siblings 
the importance of commitment, leadership, 
and the spiritual faith—values she holds close 
to this day. At the early age of 13, a young 
Davina Jones gave her first public speech at 
a Church of God in Christ (COGIC) youth con-
vention. 

When she was a young student. Dr. Jones 
was enrolled in Exceptional Student Education 
(ESE) in Hillsborough County Public Schools 

due to the many challenges in her life, but the 
challenges would only reveal her drive for 
education and excellence. Through hard work 
and perseverance, Dr. Jones went on to grad-
uate from Bethune-Cookman University with a 
bachelor’s degree in speech communication. 
She later went on to receive her master’s de-
gree in interpersonal communications and her 
doctorate in communication studies from Bowl-
ing Green State University. These significant 
accomplishments led Dr. Jones to author 
‘‘From ESE to PHD: Discovering your hidden 
potential.’’ She is also the author of ‘‘Choices: 
What singles ought to know and what married 
people wished they had learned.’’ 

Dr. Jones served as a frontline partner as 
Florida and our Nation prepared to receive 
and embrace the historic Dr. Mary McLeod 
Bethune statue in the Statuary Hall of the U.S. 
Capitol in 2022. Dr. Bethune’s statue replaced 
the statue of a Confederate general that stood 
since the Jim Crow era and Dr. Jones advo-
cated for Dr. Bethune as a far superior rep-
resentative of the values and diversity of the 
Sunshine State. Dr. Jones continues to lift her 
community as a proud member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Inc., a former president of the 
Mary McLeod Bethune National Alumni Asso-
ciation Hillsborough Chapter, a former presi-
dent of the Bethune Cookman National Asso-
ciation Hillsborough Chapter, and Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters. Dr. Jones also actively col-
laborates with the African American Task 
Force for Hillsborough County Public Schools 
leadership. 

Dr. Jones also continues to provide faith- 
based community leadership throughout the 
City of Tampa. She is the Assistant Spiritual 
Leader of Today’s Church Tampa Bay and 
former lead pastor and teacher of the Greater 
Love Spiritual Center. In 2015. Dr. Jones 
moved on her desire to educate and inspire 
passion to our younger generation when she 
founded GREAT Camp, a comprehensive pro-
gram for teens and preteens that offers guid-
ance and development in a variety of topics 
and skills such as civics development, health 
& wellness, and financial literacy. Considering 
all her education, hard work and accomplish-
ments, Dr. Jones stated that her greatest 
achievement in life was becoming aware of 
the power of love, the love for oneself and the 
love for others through God. 

Throughout the years, Dr. Jones has in-
structed public speech communication courses 
across the State of Florida. Using her exper-
tise and experience, she has provided higher 
education level instruction to aspiring journal-
ists, marketers and educators within our com-
munities. Dr. Jones served as an assistant 
professor teaching speech communication at 
her alma mater Bethune-Cookman in 2001; 
she became a professor at Florida State Col-
lege at Jacksonville and she is currently pro-
vost and special assistant to the president for 
equity, diversity and inclusion at Pasco- 
Hernando State College in Wesley Chapel. 
She continues her work among Pasco- 
Hernando State College leadership ensuring 
that all students receive the education they 
deserve. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Tampa Bay 
community, this Black History Month, I am 
proud to recognize the courage, leadership, 
and spirit of excellence of Dr. Davina Arleen 
Jones and her many examples of service she 
provides our communities. 

HONORING THE FAIRFIELD FAL-
CONS GIRLS BASKETBALL TEAM 
FOR WINNING THE 3A STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. RUDY YAKYM III 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to highlight 
and celebrate a very special group of Hoo-
siers. 

Recently the Fairfield Falcons Girls Basket-
ball Team out of Goshen, Indiana captured the 
3A state title for the very first time in school 
history. 

The Falcons’ 49–42 win over Corydon Cen-
tral in Indianapolis on Saturday was exhila-
rating, and extra special as it marked Fair-
field’s first state trophy in any sport. 

We’ve all heard the maxim ‘‘defense wins 
championships’’ and for the Falcons it turned 
out to be true. 

All season long the Falcons defense was 
downright stingy, allowing the fewest points 
per game out of any team in Indiana. 

But it wasn’t only because of their defense 
that the Falcons are celebrating. 

In particular, Head Coach Brodie Garber 
credits the 4 senior girls he is graduating for 
consistently providing the leadership and 
mentorship needed for his team to take home 
the title. 

Congrats to Coach Garber and all the Fal-
cons—both players and staff—on bringing 
home the hardware. Their names are listed 
below: 

Varsity Team Members: 
Brea Garber, Morgan Gawthrop, Kaylee Dil-

lon, Delana Geiger, Jayslynn Hall, Savannah 
Cronin, Zoie Miller, Haddee Herbert, Eva Her-
bert, Bailey Willard, Natalie Whitaker, Macy 
Worthman. 

Coaches: 
Head Coach Brodie Garber, Amy Garber, 

Troy Sands, Lindsay Kauffman. 
Managers: 
Ava Bontrager, Kealee Dillon. 
I thank them for making Hoosiers in Goshen 

and beyond so incredibly proud. 
God Bless them and God Bless America. 

f 

COMMENDING MONTANA PHOTO-
JOURNALIST LARRY MAYER FOR 
UNCOVERING THE CHINESE SPY 
BALLOON 

HON. MATTHEW M. ROSENDALE, SR. 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, when a 
Chinese balloon invaded Montana’s airspace, 
the Biden Administration intended to keep the 
American people in the dark. 

But what President Biden didn’t count on 
was the diligent work of Billings Gazette pho-
tographer Larry Mayer. 

Larry pointed his lens skyward when federal 
regulators shut down Billings Logan Inter-
national Airport and captured one of the first 
public images of a strange object floating in 
American skies. 

Larry may not have known it at the time, but 
by following his instincts, he uncovered a na-
tional security risk from Communist China that 
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Biden and his allies had not disclosed to Con-
gress or the American people. 

China remains one of the greatest foreign 
threats to American national security. It’s inex-
cusable that the Administration failed to inform 
the public when this threat was identified and 
even more alarming that the President didn’t 
take steps to prevent such a breach of Amer-
ican sovereignty. 

The government is responsible for ensuring 
our safety, security, and privacy. But thank-
fully, when the Administration failed to take 
this threat seriously, Larry Mayer was there. 

Larry’s images of the Chinese spy balloon 
represent the best qualities of American jour-
nalism. By uncovering this inexcusable lapse 
in our Nation’s security, Larry has proven that 
even seemingly innocuous situations can have 
much more serious implications. 

Larry Mayer’s dedication to the job is the 
definition of patriotism in action. His work un-
covering this disappointing failure by President 
Biden allows me and countless other public of-
ficials to hold the administration accountable. 

Americans everywhere owe Larry a debt of 
gratitude for documenting this dangerous vio-
lation of American airspace. I hope all will join 
me in commending Larry Mayer’s actions, and 
it is my pleasure to acknowledge him in the 
United States House of Representatives. 
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RECOGNIZING TAMPA BAY’S 
LOCAL TRAILBLAZER, MORDECAI 
WALKER. IN HONOR OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
during Black History Month to honor the life of 
an extraordinary leader, educator and pillar of 
the St. Petersburg community, Mr. Mordecai 
Walker. 

Mr. Walker was born in Citrus Park in rural 
Hillsborough County on July 4, 1924, to Char-
lie and Pearl Walker. He attended segregated 
schools in Hillsborough County—Citrus Park 
School for colored children, Booker T. Wash-
ington Junior High and Middleton High School, 
where he graduated in 1943. Mr. Walker start-
ed his college education at Bethune-Cookman 
University where he had the distinct honor of 
shaking the hand of First Lady Eleanor Roo-
sevelt and Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. How-
ever, as the war continued in Europe and the 
south Pacific, Mr. Walker was drafted into the 
U.S. Army, where he served overseas in New 
Guinea. 

After attaining the rank of Sergeant and 
completing his enlistment in 1946, Mr. Walker 
returned to higher education at Tennessee 
State University (TSU) where he completed 
his bachelor’s degree in agriculture and then 
he went on to earn his master’s degree in ag-
riculture from Florida A & M University. As a 
student at TSU, Mr. Walker was an essay win-
ner for writing ‘‘America’s Most Popular Ath-
lete’’—writing that Joe Louis was more popular 
than Jackie Robinson. For winning the essay, 
he was given an all-expenses paid trip to New 
York City to see Joe Louis fight. During that 
trip Mr. Walker remembers going to an inte-
grated New York City theater to see Gone 
with the Wind. 

While at TSU, Mr. Walker competed on the 
track team with Olympian Mickey Patterson 
and Ed Temple, who later became an Olympic 
coach. In 1950, he was initiated into the Rho 
Psi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
Mr. Walker would go on to become one of the 
original seven founders of the Eta Rho grad-
uate chapter in St. Petersburg, FL in 1962, 
where he also served as the Chapter Basileus 
from 1991 through 1993. After more than 70 
years of service, Mr. Walker remains active in 
the local chapter and is still committed to 
Omega’s four cardinal principals of Manhood, 
Scholarship, Perseverance and Uplift. 

After graduating from TSU, Mr. Walker re-
turned to Tampa to teach at Simmons Ele-
mentary School in Plant City and later Mid-
dleton High School in Tampa, where he was 
a driving force in establishing the agriculture 
program. Mr. Walker was pivotal in creating a 
curriculum and funding sources to bring the 
program to fruition. After his short stint in 
Hillsborough County, he relocated to Pinellas 
County, where he spent more than 30 years 
teaching, advancing and developing agricul-
tural programs. Mr. Walker was inducted into 
TSU’s Agriculture Hall of Fame for his more 
than 30 years of service to advancing the field 
of agriculture in education. In 2019, he was 
also inducted into the City of St. Petersburg 
Senior Hall of Fame for his services of volun-
teering to help the quality of life for residents 
of St. Petersburg. 

Mr. Walker is known for overcoming adver-
sity. Coming of age in an era of segregation, 
Mr. Walker acted with dignity and grace. 
showing respect to everyone around him even 
when he was not afforded that same respect. 
During the Civil Rights movement, he was ac-
tive in the Ambassador’s Club, which was a 
civic club that worked to address the ongoing 
fight for civil rights. as well as celebrating the 
community’s achievements during this time. 

Mr. Walker is the oldest living member of 
the Historic Gas Plant Community, which was 
the second African American neighborhood 
formed in St. Petersburg. This historic commu-
nity thrived from business, entertainment, and 
education. It was the place for working class 
African Americans. Unfortunately, many fami-
lies were eventually uprooted during the ex-
pansion of Interstate-275 during the 1970’s. 

Mr. Speaker, today I join with the entire 
community of St. Petersburg in honoring Mr. 
Mordecai Walker for his long commitment to 
education, bettering the lives of all those 
around him and as a living legacy. 
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HONORING DICK’S PLACE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a long-time business 
in Hinds County, MS, Dick’s Place. Dick’s 
Place has shown what can be done through 
consistency, dedication, and a desire to serve. 

In 1949, Richard Anderson obtained a piece 
of land on Highway 80 near Bolton, MS. Dur-
ing this time, Highway 80 was a major thor-
oughfare for cars and buses. On the newly 
purchased land, he would create a juke joint 
named ‘‘Dick’s Place.’’ With the advent of 
Interstate 20, the original building had to be 

demolished and the business moved to its cur-
rent location, 2625 S. Frontage Road in Clin-
ton, in 1952. Starting out in was more country 
store than juke joint. Barbeque was introduced 
as a mainstay, leading to the juke joint grow-
ing even more. 

For Dick’s Place to survive and remain a 
safe place for African Americans during the 
height of the Civil Rights Movement, dues had 
to be paid to keep the doors open. Several 
times attempts were made to firebomb the es-
tablishment. Richard Anderson, Sr. recalls 
watching a white Mississippi State Trooper 
pull off the side of the road, throw a Molotov- 
cocktail-type bomb right at the front door, then 
get in his car and drive away. Gathering while 
black wasn’t a crime by law, but it was seen 
as threat to White Supremacists in the area. 

Dick’s Place is now owned by Richard An-
derson, Jr., who took over the business in 
1984 when his father passed. Dick’s Place is 
open daily from noon until whenever, and to 
be sure, Dick’s Place is welcoming to all. Day 
in and day out, you will find the one-of-a-kind, 
Lorraine Henderson, tending bar and keeping 
the kitchen popping. She is the heartbeat of 
Dick’s Place and has been for the last 28 
years. Right next door is Richie’s One Stop, 
also owned by the family. 

The theme of this year’s anniversary was— 
Being Thankful. This was the first in-person 
anniversary celebration since COVID, and 
about 100 patrons were treated to a real treat 
on Sunday evenings. It was a grand occasion, 
and the unique spirit felt that evening was the 
same spirit felt that kept it surviving and thriv-
ing for seventy-three years and counting. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dick’s Place for its 73 years of 
service in the State of Mississippi. 

f 

HONORING THE INCREDIBLE 
SERVICE OF SOPHIE PABIS 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an incredible milestone reached by 
Sophie Graczewski Pabis of Enfield, Con-
necticut, who turns 100 on March 13, 2023. A 
lifelong resident of Enfield, Sophie has lived 
out what it means to be a first-generation 
American, purposing her time on this earth 
with patriotic-, service- and community-ori-
ented acts. She is a model citizen who we all 
ought to honor. 

Born 1923, to Polish immigrants John and 
Helen Graczewski, Sophie learned early on 
the value of humble living and hard work. 
Growing up on a farm with two sisters and 
four brothers, Sophie worked on the fields to 
support her family throughout the Great De-
pression. She began her education in a one 
room schoolhouse and eventually moved on to 
Hazardville Grammar School and later Enfield 
High School, where she graduated in 1940. 

Her first two jobs, in 1941, were at an ice 
cream parlor and a company that made elec-
tric switches, beginning the latter in Sep-
tember of that year. Her life trajectory 
changed, however, with the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and our nation’s entry into the Second 
World War. Sophie felt an immediate calling to 
join the global effort. She rolled up her sleeves 
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